August 7th, 2011

Hi 

Well, the main news is about the new baby. First got the news from Nadine. Good to hear that everything is OK. I am intrigued by the names you have given her and if I am right, then they have been very carefully, cleverly and thoughtfully worked out. Both names suggest to me part of her ethnic origins. Yan-Ming refers to her ¼ Chinese background, though I do not know the meanings of each part of this name. And my thinking is that Elymie comes from the word 'Elymian' referring to a people who inhabited part of Sicily in ancient times (and who had their own, but now extinct, language). I believe that Tom's mother is of Italian descent - is that correct? If so, then Elymie fits in very nicely with this ancestry. Also, I liked the photos of Kaia with her new sister. The ones of her touching/holding Elymie are very similar to those of Leonie touching/holding Gavin when he was born. I still have the photos (though only as a prints) but can still visualise them without seeing them. (In one of these pictures, there is a bag on a table which I still have and used to use to take gear to the gym) though i Don;t use it now as it is on it last 'legs'. 


Very hot in HK at the moment. I went for four swims last week averaging 2 km a swim. But swimming in the very hot water (330C at times) is exhausting and so I think I will take a week off exercise to recover a bit. 


The hotel here is to install broadband in every suite which will start from September 1st. Of course, we pay for it so all rent contracts have to be altered to allow for this. The provider is the same as the one I have now. It will also be upgraded to be 10 times faster than at present. The timing is good, as I my current contract with the provider runs out in early September. Whether the new system will help my connections problems I don't know as one of the hotel executives mentioned that others are having similar problems as me and that there is some fundamental problem with the wiring in the building. 


I have mentioned that there is a court case being brought by three Filipino families over permanent residency in HK, as they have lived here continuously for more than the necessary seven years but have been denied permanent residency. The three top government officials had a closed-door meeting the other day meet to discuss what they might do if the families win the case, as this would allow about 120 000 Filipino domestic helpers the right of abode. The government and some political parties seem determined to keep them out of HK. When it comes to “dark skinned” Asians, there is a lot of prejudice in HK against them. One tactic suggested for new domestic helpers is to have only two-year contracts that can be renewed a maximum of two times meaning that they will never live here for seven years. There is little prejudice against “white skinned” Caucasians and even spouses who are here but not working get permanent residence very easily after seven years. 


Yesterday, August 6th, was the 66th anniversary of dropping of the atom bomb on Hiroshima, followed by the second on Nagasaki three days later. The ceremonies this year are linked with the fallout (both literally and politically) from the nuclear power plants destroyed by the recent tsunami and the debate as to whether all the other nuclear plants in Japan should be shut down.


Well, I suppose it is a relief that the US Congress finally passed the debt ceiling bill, even though it is compromised and unsatisfactory to all. The latest Time magazine is full of it. In one article, there is a discussion of the how minority parties in the US system of government (in this case the Tea Party) can exert extraordinary power and how this does not happen in a parliamentary system of government. In the latter, the majority party has all the power and the prime minister is both the leader of the party and the 'president' (who signs bills into law) so there is no separation of powers. And if the electorate does not like their policies, they throw the bums out at the next election. In the US system, both parties (and there are only two parties at the moment) have to compromise most of the time to get bills passed as they seldom have outright majorities. And small factions within one party (such as the Tea Party faction in the GOP) can ensure that their views (even if extreme and silly, as in the present case) are incorporated into the overall party policy in order that a bill can be passed. And this is made worse when the president is of a different party than the majority of the Congress as he is the person who signs the bills into law. In a parliamentary system, the Tea Party would just be either a separate fringe party, or if part of a larger party, who probably ensure that that party does not become the government. 


Yesterday, the ABs beat the Wallabies 30-14. Because of the World Cup, the Tri-Nations has been shortened this year, with each country playing the other two countries just twice instead of three times (though when the Tri-Nations began, the two-match format was the one used). 


Heard on the news about the tragic helicopter accident in Afghanistan in which 31 Navy SEALs were killed. I do not like hearing this kind of news.

That's about it for now.

Cheers
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